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GUIDELINES FOR INFANT BAPTISM 
 
There are certain guidelines and regulations that we must follow to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism 

and insure that we are maintaining the Truth of our Catholic faith. 
 

1. The parents should have been baptized themselves, have received First Holy Communion, been 
confirmed, and been married in the Church.  They should be faithful to the Sunday celebration of the 
Eucharist. If parents are not married in the church, it may be necessary to meet with the pastor 
before the baptism will take place in order to make sure the parent’s spiritual needs are being 
met.  Call Leann Jerkins in the church office to discuss further. 

 
2. The parents should choose at least one Godparent who is also an active Catholic.  He or she should 

have been baptized, have received First Holy Communion and Confirmation and be living a life in 
union with the Catholic Church.  If the Godparent is married, he or she must be married in the Church 
by a priest or deacon.  A baptized person who belongs to another faith may be a witness to the 
baptism, but not a Godparent. 
 

3. The parents of the child to be baptized MUST attend classes to prepare themselves for the baptism of 
the child.  Parents should contact Leann Jerkins, Family Life Minister, to register for the class.  We 
encourage parents to attend the class before the birth of their baby so that the child may be baptized 
shortly after birth. Godparents are strongly encouraged to attend so they may be fully prepared for 
their responsibilities as Godparents. 

 
These classes are offered at Holy Rosary on the last Thursday of each odd numbered month AND the 
following Thursday (as the schedule allows).  Both classes must be attended to meet the requirements.  
The classes will be held in Marian Hall from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
If the class is not attended at Holy Rosary, parents and/or Godparents must have a letter sent to our 
parish office from the parish in which the class was taken, stating that each has attended the class and 
fulfilled the requirement.  Such letters must be received in the office before the date of the baptism. 
 

4. After completing the class, the parents should contact Leann Jerkins, Family Life Minister, to register 
for the scheduled Baptism celebration.  The office needs advance notice of the baptism so that 
necessary paperwork can be completed. 

 
Baptisms are celebrated on the second Sunday of each month after the 11:00 a.m. Mass by 
appointment.  If not in attendance at that Mass, please be at the church by 11:45 a.m. 
 

5. A copy of the birth certificate should be forwarded to the church office prior to the date of baptism. 
 
6. As ordained ministers, we do not have the right to refuse to baptize your child.  We do have the right 

to postpone the Baptism until we are reasonably sure that the child will be raised in a Catholic 
Christian environment. 
 

7. Questions concerning Baptism and these guidelines should be directed Leann Jerkins, Family Life 
Minister. 

8. Parents must be registered in the parish for at least three months. 
 
 
Contact: Leann Jerkins, Family Life Minister, 281-342-3089 x. 141, ljerkins@hrccr.com  
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